Nashville 2011
   A 10 day’s trip in the Music City
I arrived in the music city on Saturday 27th afternoon around 16.30 at Nashville International Airport, then took a taxi to my Hotel Best Western in Downtown .

Temp outside 15° C  

Monday February 28th   

On the morning temp rise 21° C but big rains were falling hard until midday ,
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 Between two showers I went Downtown to the post office in the arcade to pick up some stamps, Later on I move to Broadway Avenue to do some shoping then I stopped at Tootsies listening to country music artists already on stage, then I cross the street to the well-known Ernest Tubb records shop and I bought some CDS. I cross again Broadway Avenue to join Duncan Houston playing at the Legend’s corner, Duncan Houston was already there one year ago 
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After on beer it was time for lunch that I took in front of the Legend’s Corner at the Rippy’s Ribs restaurant, a small house salad and a half portion of special Rippy’s Ribs ,after lunch I visited the Second Fiddle and back to Tootsies for more listening music., In the afternoon I went back to my hotel to check my mail & make some phone calls to my Nashville’s best friends. After all this morning  rain the temp fall down to only 6° C .In the evening I went to the Dan Guiness Pub on Music Row ,as usual on Monday evening take place a woman song/writer showcase an another occasion to listen to good music with new & future talents.
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Tuesday March 1 ST

This Morning with only 3° C ,the sky was blue announcing a better day than yesterday ,Around 9 o’clock I took my breakfast ,just before reading emails.
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 Today before lunch I

‘ll pick up my badge for CRS2011 at the convention center & my access to DJHF

DJ Hall Of Fame reception & diner.

Wednesday March 2ND 
Just after breakfast I went to the bridge bar of the renaissance hotel, at 9.30AM I met the Grascals for an interesting interview,
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I met KC Johns‘s producer asking me for interview with the singer songwriter KC Johns, we took an appointment for 2PM
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At the same place, then I join the first sessions of CRS, Some of the session were talking about all the new technologies and their impact or use by Radios.
The UMG Lunch & performance arrived with it’s “To Go” BBQ served and showcase in the Ryman Auditorium with a long list of artists,
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Back to the NCC Nashville Convention Center

The KCRS Live is always an interesting session with singers & songwriters talks and playing music too. At 6PM everybody join  the Welcome Reception after a drink ,I was ready to take a seat and listen to the ACM Music city Jam with about two hours of music , it was great 
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,I was supposed to go to the Skytone Records Showcase but as it wasn’t starting in time ,I didn’t wait anymore and went back to my Hotel.
Thursday March 3RD   

Back at the NCC at 10AM to join the
” 90 executable ideas in 50 minutes “
At 11.30 I went back to the bridge bar not to drink but for an interview with Susan Hickman an artist I already met twice last year at CRS2010 and in France when she performed at the CRDV Country Rendez Vous Festival in Craponne (France). 
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At 12.30 I arrived in time at the Sony Music Entertainment Lunch & Performance.
This afternoon was musically full of events; The first session was about Social Media, Facebook, Twitter, Pandora etc… and Radios. It was follow by the Broadjam Acoustic Showcase & WCRS Live.
CRS after Hours continues with PCL Music Showcase taking place at the Cadillac Ranch In Broadway Avenue,
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I get a surprise , I met Gary Pitman a sing songwriter that I met last year, he was with some friends which were going to play on stage ,Gary will performed himself tomorrow in a bar , if I can I’ll try to join him tomorrow afternoon at 6PM.

Another day was finish, so I went back to my hotel.

Friday March 4th  

At 10AM I join the session “Video Saved The Radio Stars” strange idea when I remember a song “Video Kill the radio stars” ,time have change since this song was on the airwaves.

Time’s always running fast during CRS, it’s already time to join the Capitol Lunch & Performance on NCC level 1, in the great

CMA Performance Hall, back to another interesting session about Concerts “Connect the dots between rating, revenue & promos” 

But everyone was waiting for the new Faces of Country Music cocktail reception and the best for the ending “New Faces of Country Music 
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Dinner and Show until 10PM.After a brief drink I went back to my hotel.

Saturday March 5th 

I didn’t wake up early today, at 9.30AM I took my breakfast then I read my email & off staff on my computer, outside its raining.
I leave my hotel about midday,
During CRS I met Jeff Otwell on the HMG

Stand where in invited me to join his band playing on 115 2nd Avenue North at The 

Big Shotz on this Saturday from 1 to 3PM

It’s there I went 
[image: image12.jpg]



.As it was always raining
I went from place to place to listen music at the Robert’s ,the second fiddle and finish my trip at the Cadillac ranch where I stayed a couple of hour . On my way I stopped once again at the Ernest Tubb Record’s shop to buy some CDS: about patriotic songs played by country music artists. Around 7PM at the Cadillac Ranch was starting a Mardi Gras Party.
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Just before 8AM I took a taxi to have dinner at the Blackstone Restaurant on West Ends Avenue  ,le service was a little bit longer than as usual ,it’s sure on Saturday’s night everybody was outside across the town , I specially appreciate their BBQ Pizza with a few Chaser Pale all was OK. Then I went back to my hotel around 10.30 PM.
Sunday March 6th  

This morning I didn’t wake up early, the temp outside was only 2°C  we are expecting 7°C for the maximum today , I think to leave my hotel around 1AM to go downtown on Broadway Avenue. I took my lunch at the Rippy’s with a catfish Dinner where two bands were playing traditional country music during my stay then as the temp was still cold 2°C I went back to my hotel around 5AM.
Monday March 7th 

Shy was grey this morning and so cold about 3°C, it seems to be better on the afternoon, This morning I spend my time on the computer, looking at my emails,
Visiting websites of the artists I get promos or those I bought when they were playing on stage of the different bars of Broadway Avenue & 2nd street too. Ho it’s time to move Downtown for lunch. I went back to the “legend’s corner” where two pretty girls were on stage ,there was a lot of people inside the room , and they get a large success one of these girl was Mendis Ellis singer/songwriter.   

I went back later on to my hotel for a short moment then I came out to go to the 12&Porter
On the 12th avenue,I walk there as it’s not too long time to go .At came inside the 12&poeter but after 6.30PM where already one showcase ‘ve start on a rock format ,
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later on in the lounge was staring an another showcase with country music ,I took a real pleasure to listen to several groups or artist which appears on stage I leave the place around 10.45PM then went back to my hotel by walk 

Tuesday March 8th  

Today it’s Mardi Gras In the end of the afternoon I’m invited to join Claudia a singer/songwriter from Nashville to a party then an office at the Methodist church located on West End Avenue .There is several years I met Claudia, I think it was at my first CRS in 2000,I most often met her at the Cowboy Church located in Music Valley near one of Ernest Tubb Records Shop of Nashville ,she had performed during the Sunday’s office.
Time is always running fast when I’m in Nashville, just two days before I’ll go back home to France.  Once again I’ve miss my good friend Gilles Godard ,last year he was in Los Angeles & Toronto and this years in Europe between Sweden & London , his origins are from Canada so he like to talk in French with me and every time we take good time at lunch with some good wines. His office
(One of his offices) is in music row; OLE is an independent music publishers founded in 2004.Gilles has also written songs for great artist as Terri Clark. 

Let’s me give you some of my thinking.
Without the help of such good friends I’ve now in Nashville ,I couldn’t discover the great world of country music ,since my first visit more than 10 years ago , I’ve met a lot of artist and always have a pleasant relationship with them,
Visiting recording studios and some places we 

Don’t have to miss as the Grand OLE Opry  The Ryman auditorium ,the Hall of Fame museum ,since a few years Country Music is back to its roots and it seems that everyone agree with this.

Here in Europe and particularly in France

It’s the country rock stars, also through the line dance that people went to country music format, there are now a lot of country music events like festivals some are great ones.
As I’ve not enough time I only go once a year to the CRDV (Country Rendez Vous Festival)

Where great artists have come these pasts’ years, The list will be too long to display here.

This year 2011 will see the return of Rhonda Vincent to this festival, many thanks to Georges the manager of this festival.

Even if Radio is a hobby, I always tried to do it on a professional way, it’s why came to CRS to learn all about Country Radio’s world.

 When I switch on TV, I look at the Grand Prix of Formula 1 runs in Abu Dhabi .

I took my lunch at Demo’s on 3rd Street then I make some shopping on Broadway avenue,at the end of the afternoon I went to the Methodist church to join Claudia Nygaard for the Mardi Gras Party and office ,during this office where the Jazz Mass Band  performed and Claudia sings the  song “He Looked Beyond My Sin” (Ayre Of County Derry ).   
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Wednesday March 8th 

This morning I stayed at my hotel to check email and all other staff on my computer.

I’m waiting for lunch I’ll have today with my friends Ramona and Preston from Global Eyes entertainment:
The first time I met Ramona was in Paris (France) when she was making an European tour with Canadian singer songwriter Tim Lawson, we some other country music DJs we were invited at the Prince De Galles” grand hotel in front of the well-known Georges V hotel on the Champs Elysees to do interview and later on have lunch with the artist, it was one of my first entry in the world of country music, we were in 19 98.   

During this morning I was looking on FOX News website the return of Discovery  , the 30 years old space shuttle will soon retired Indeed it was a great adventure , I remember to have wake up early in the morning  to the the first step of a man on the moon ,a big step for humanity July 1969.

At 12.30AM Preston pick me up at my hotel,

Then we went to The Tin Angel; it’s another new restaurant for me were Ramona was waiting for us.
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 We didn’t wait too long before taking place at a table, we started with appetizers follow by an Entrée, the food was excellent, it was completed with a glass of wine (Pinot noir from Monterey; Ramona leave us because she had to return quickly to work,
On the way back with Preston with stopped at the Provence Café for a cup of coffee, than he drives me around Vanderbilt University then Music Row before he left me at my Hotel in Downtown; we get a very pleasant moment.

Outside the sun was shining again and grey clouds are disappearing but a few showers are supposed to be back on the evening. Back in my room I had to prepare my luggage; He yes tomorrow I’ve to leave and go back home 

An another good friend Mark Trail was ill so we couldn’t go outside together this evening never mind I’ll go Downtown on Broadway Avenue for the last time before leaving So I went back to the Robert’s where very good old country music were play live on stage ,then I move to the Legend ‘ s corner. I lust crossed the street to have dinner at the Rippy’s Bar: it was just an hamburger with some fries, and a couple of Bud. On stage their were two guys playing music, one was on his keyboard and the other playing guitars or banjo it was a mixed of country and pop songs, both had great voices.
It’s like this that ends my 2011 trip in the Music City of Nashville.
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Philippe  

 DJ of RADIO WAVES INTERNATIONAL
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 2nd Street North & Sunny day on Broadway [image: image20.jpg]
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People preparing bags for the troop’s army
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     High water on Cumberland River
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Many thanks to all my best friends of Nashville: Martha Moore, Mark Trail, Ramona & Preston, Gilles Godard and many more artists too.   Peter HILLS
“The Terrible Twins”   see you soon…
